MFPOA NEWSLETTER

October 2008

The MFPOA Board met on Saturday 4 October for its quarterly Board meeting. Items of interest to the property owners are delineated below.

ROADS MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR

· The shoulders are being mowed more often and our community looks a lot better thanks to Ed Newman. We are at the end of the mowing season for 2008.

· The vegetation is encroaching on our roads and needs to be cut back. I’ve asked before for each property owner to help by clearing their lot area but not much has happened as yet. Thanks to Gary Trego, Wayne Carmichael, Ed Newman and Don Wells, some of the roads have been cut back but there is a lot more to do.

· The Board is evaluating a new asphalt mix for repairing a repaving our roads. The new mix that is a cold mix is 44% cheaper than the standard hot mix. The new asphalt has already been adopted by Pickens and other counties.

ENTRANCE KIOSK’S

· The first kiosk has been installed in Phase II. It will be painted soon and the signage will be installed to allow real estate signs to be moved to the kiosk.

· The kiosk for Phase II will be built next.

FIRE FIGHTING WATER STORAGE – PHASE II

· The Windsong owners are still negotiating a contact to install and water storage tank at the entrance to Windsong on Rimrock Road. Estimated time for the tank to be installed is in the next few months.

· MFPOA will assist with the cost of getting this fire fighting capability on line using the water fund resources.

· The DeKok swimming pool has been piped with self-help labor to the lower portion of their entrance road for a cost of around $350. Additional costs to install the standpipe and fire hose connections will be incurred in the next month. Overall, the 25,000 gallons of water are being made available for emergency use in fire fighting if needed for a cost of under $1,000. Thanks to the DeKok’s for their generosity.

WILDCAT COMMUNITY INC. UPDATE

In my last newsletter, I informed the community that progress was being made in getting a fire station located on the mountain. We have made excellent progress in the last few months which is delineated below:

· The Wildcat Community, Inc., is now nine (9) homeowner associations with the addition of the Tate community. An executive board has been formed to manage the Wildcat Community, Inc. Robert Anderson (Treasurer) and Don Wells (Vice President) are members of the Executive Committee.

· A lease has been signed with the owner of the old AT&T microwave site to use that property for installing the fire station. That is the same property where the 45,000-gallon water storage tank is located.

· The next action item to be completed is for Pickens and Dawson County to sign a Mutual Aid Agreement for operation of the new fire station and joint support for fire protection of the mountain communities. The station, although located in Pickens County, will be operated as Station #8 in Dawson County. The station area of responsibility will be all homes and land within a five-mile radius of the station. The Mutual Aid Agreement will hopefully be signed by late October. 

· After the agreement is signed, Dawson County will begin recruiting and training volunteer fire fighters. One meeting has already been held last month with interested persons. We are still seeking additional volunteers. Call either Robert Anderson or I to find out more information. We need at least four (4) trained volunteers to operate the station and several others in support roles.

· After the Mutual Aid Agreement is signed, contracting for building the fire station will begin. It is estimated a contract will be awarded sometime in January 2009 with completion of the building shell 90 days later. Pickens County is providing $40,000 toward construction of the station. The remaining funds of about $35,000 will be raised locally from resident/land owners in the mountain communities. All donations to the Wildcat Community, Inc. are tax-deductible.
· When the station is operational, Dawson County will outfit the station with one pumper truck and one fire truck and will outfit all volunteers. Cost to outfit a volunteer is approximately $2,500 for each person. The value of the two fire apparatus trucks is around $150,000 - 200,000.
· The station hopefully will become operational in late spring to early summer if all goes well in our current plans. This is contingent on acquiring the necessary resources to build the station and recruitment of sufficient number of volunteers to man the station during emergencies.
· With an operational fire station well within a five-mile distance to all our homes and land, our fire protection for the mountain communities will be vastly improved.
· There are no guarantees that our fire ISO rating will change from a current 9-10 to some lower number. However, when the fire station is operational within five miles and water is somewhat more available (two major criteria affecting ISO ratings), the chances of lowering the ISO rating increase.
HUNTING SEASON STARTING

· Bow Hunting Season has been underway for a while but gun season begins in a few weeks. Everyone is cautioned to be more vigilant. If you see a hunter trespassing on our property call the DNR Law Enforcement at 1-800-241-2113 and report the person. If you can get a picture of their vehicle and license plate do so without putting yourself in danger.

COYOTES

· There are an ever-increasing number of coyotes being seen and heard around our community. All are reminder to not let your pets out at night unless you are watching them. Also, if you see coyotes destroying property or killing animals, please call me. We may initiate a program to eradicate these animals before they get too dangerous for our residents. 

MFPOA GATHERINGS

· As a reminder, don’t forget about the Fall Picnic next Sunday 12 Oct at 3 PM at the Burke’s. There is also scheduled a December party at Mary Fenton Doyle’s. More information on this will be forthcoming soon.

