MFPOA PRESIDENT’S NEWSLETTER

July 2009

The MFPOA Board met on Saturday 11 July for its quarterly Board meeting. Items of interest to the property owners are delineated below.

ROADS MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR

· Thanks to Gary Trego for managing the repairs to our roads which were completed in June. Several major repairs were completed on Monument Falls Road and a number of other road problems in Phase I & II were corrected. These repairs are being done to extend the life of the roads before we have to do more extensive repaving of roads in the next five to eight years. 

· The appearance of the community is greatly enhanced by the maintenance mowing that is being done by Ed Newman. Ed is slowly widening the mowed shoulders to improve the overall road appearance.

WILDCAT COMMUNITY INC. FIRE STATION UPDATE

· The construction of the Monument Road Fire Station was completed on 27 June and dedicated in a joint Pickens and Dawson Counties and Wildcat Community, Inc. ceremony on Monday night 29 June. Dawson County Fire Services placed a Fire Pumper Truck and a Water Storage Tender Truck in the station on Friday 26 June, 2009. The Fire Station is ready to go as soon as we have the trained volunteer fire fighters assigned.

· Wildcat Community, Inc. raised $45,000 and Pickens County Commissioner Rob Jones provided an additional $45,000 to build the station. The station is completely paid for at this time. We still have a few desirable improvements to make to the station when additional funding becomes available. There is currently a small amount of funding left over in the construction fund which will be used to help defray the costs of outfitting the volunteers.

· The station operates on rain water captured from the roof to provide grey water for toilets and washing needs. Part of the water is fed through a Reverse Osmosis System to provide fresh drinking water. The water has been tested and it not only meets but exceeds state and federal drinking water standards.

· It is estimated that the station will be fully operational in the fall of 2009 when the volunteers have completed their training and are assigned to the station.

· After the station is certified as a qualified fire station (building available, water available, equipment in place, volunteers trained), then the ISO inspectors will review the station for the purpose of setting the ISO rating for the area homes. Since all of our homes will be in the less than five mile radius from an existing fire station, it is believed that the ISO rating will be changed for the mountain area. When this will occur is not yet known, but we hope it may occur by early 2010.

 BEAR ISSUES

· Those of us that have homes in the Monument Falls POA are well aware of the wildlife with which we co-exist. For the most part, the turkeys, deer, raccoons and other small wildlife don’t impact our safety. However, the bears can and we must be careful not to interact with them.

· Bears cover large territories in search of food. If you feed the birds as some do, the bears will go after the bird feeders and you may find them on your decks and roaming around your home. The safest approach to dealing with bears is to not get close to them and to always back away from the bear. If you find yourself close to a bear, make lots of noise and raise your arms high to make yourself look larger than you are and then back away.

· There have been recent incidents of home owners feeding the bears near their home. This is probably the single worst thing anyone can do and it usually results in the bear becoming a nuisance which may result in the bear being killed by the Department of Natural Resources.

· The GA Department of Natural Resources Game Management Policy OIR cites GA Law O.C.G.A. 27-3-27 which states that it is unlawful to feed bears for any reason. The law states:

·  (a) It is unlawful to use any type of bait to concentrate the bear population in any area or to lure them to any location which gives or might give a hunter an unnatural advantage when hunting bear. (Legal interpretation of this code section includes any act of feeding bears that concentrate them in an area, whether the intention is to hunt them or not.)

· (b) Any person violating the provisions of this Code section is guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature and, upon conviction, may be punished by a fine of not less than $500.00 and not to exceed $5,000.00 or by confinement for a term not to exceed 12 months, or both. 

· The safety of our residents and their guests is paramount. MFPOA Covenants regarding our community clearly state that all residents, guests and other visitors are not to interfere with the normal activities of the Monument Falls indigenous wildlife and make every effort to protect and preserve the natural habitat within Monument Falls.

CRIMINAL ACTIVITY

· Since establishing our Neighborhood Watch, we have had no incidents of criminal activity; however, there have been robberies on Rt. 136 very near our area. The robberies have been in homes under construction. New appliances and cabinetry have been stolen.

· While we have had no incidents, we have had unauthorized cars/trucks roaming our areas in search of targets. It is very difficult to catch these drivers unless you happen to be in your vehicle at the time they drive by. Should you observe suspicious activities, please report it to Gary Trego, Don Wells or Joyce Newman. Don’t confront the person, but do try and get the vehicle license or if you happen to have a camera, take a picture of the vehicle and occupants.

